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and other invited officers of the Kolhapur Government, were present
at the inaugural session of, the conference. Mr. S. S. Naik, R. A,,
B. Sc., L. c. E,, Honorary Secretary of the Local Self-Government
Institute, Bomba3r, and Mr, Ghorpade, Chief Officer of the Satara
District Local Board, were among the distinguished guests from
outside. The proceedings of the conference were inaugurated by
Mr. S. A. Indulkar B. A., the Revenue Minister, Kolhapur. Mr. P. R.
Chikodi observed in his presidential speech, u I think it my duty to
congratulate His Highness Sir Shri Rajarain Chhatrapati Maharaja-
saheb, his Government and the citizens of the Kolhapur State, upon
the keen iuterest they have been evincing in the matter of Local-
Self Government, It is well known that His Highness took the
initiative in effecting reforms in the constitution of Municipal bodies
and in the re-establishment, for the benefit of the rural areas, of
such institutions as Panchayats or local boards for villages, the
Taluka and the District. All honour to the keen fore-sight and
the breadth of views that have so promineiitly characterised the
actions of His Highness ".

84.    The field-workers'  conference of the  Panchayat workers
and officers was held as  an adjunct to the main business of the con-
ference on the 1st of June, 1937, under the Presidentship of Mr, S. S.
Naik, B. A., B. Sc., i,. c. E.,   Honorary  Secretary  of the  Local Self-
Government Institute, Bombay, to discuss the problem of the actual
administration of the Panchayats,

2.    Administration of Municipalities-
1.    General.

85.    The Kolhapur Municipal Act of 1925 based on the latest
Municipal legislation in British India was introduced in the State
proper in 1925.    This measure started a new era in the civic life of
the town populations who now enjoy all the rights and benefits of
Local Self-Government, as do the people in British India.

86.    The number of Municipalities was the same as in the last
year, viz* 13, of which 8 were in the State Proper and 5 in the